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Big bang for fireworks crews as more attend New Year’s displays

By John Oyuke

Talk of a tough business cycle — specialist fireworks crews wait months for work, spend hours setting up and then are done in five to fifteen minutes. 

They were responsible for getting out New Year off to a bright start with their pyrotechnic displays lighting up the night sky in different shades of colour. Thousands turn up at different venues for these displays as they increasingly become the standard way to celebrate the arrival of the New Year.

However, while the fireworks display might end in a mere four to five minutes, it takes a lot of technical prowess, creativity to ensure everything runs smoothly and the show beautiful.

"Safety is a paramount concern not only to the audience but also the operator," says Mr Elesh Ghelani of Tononoka Fireworks Limited, a company dealing with explosives and fireworks. The company was responsible for Monday’s display at the Carnivore Restaurant, as well as the show at the end of the Tusker Project Fame reality television show.

Preparation can take months of planning

Ghelani says given the seasonal nature of the fireworks display business, the company has found other ways of keeping itself busy over the ‘dead seasons’. It offers special fire effects — stage pyrotechnics — for the movie industry and some theatre productions. Since last year it has also been contracted by government agencies to create special fire effects that help scare animals, especially elephants, from agricultural farms.

Ghelani says though sometimes the company has been forced to stage firework displays at short notice, the process of having a successful show can take months of planning. Permits to handle explosives — for that’s what they are handling, gunpowder — are needed from the police. The next step is designing and planning of the show depending on what the customer wants and the budget involved.

"In most cases our clients have different needs in terms of the time they want the show to last and even the kind of colours to be displayed," explains Ms Jayshree Suchak, also a director at the company added. 

She says a lot of technical details goes into the planning of the fireworks displays, which has to take into consideration things as wind, weather and site or location. For instance, if the fireworks are to be launched from a building, studies of blast wave effects and impact waves have to be conducted. 

The fireworks operators, fully trained specialists, must wear protective clothing, fireproof masks and helmets, and even some times use shields.

Suchak says the quality of their products and delicate display arrangements have earned the company lots of business both in Kenya and in other countries. China is the largest manufacturer and exporter of fireworks in the world.

Major cities around the world host a spectacular firework display on New Year’s Eve. Although it is now just a custom to fire off fireworks on New-Year’s eve, in the past the idea was to scare ‘bad forces’ so they would not enter the New Year. As a consequence the most popular fireworks are still those that go off with a big bang or with a bright flash. 

Apart from New Year, fireworks displays are most commonly used for Diwali, the Indian festival of lights. 

